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LAW

looding is fast be-
coming one of the
grim inevitabilities
ofthe winter months
in Britain.

We have seen higher than
average rainfall over recent
years. In earlier December
2015, Storm Desmond hit,
bringing with it adown-
pour which broke the UK’s
24-hour rainfall record.

Just three weekslater,
Storm Eva arrived and the
media was once more over-
whelmed with flood scenes.

Theimpact of your home
floodingis not just devastat-
ing for you and your family,
but will likely be costly and
may even negatively impact
on the value of your prop-
erty.

Thisissueis extremely

relevant to our region. You
only have to consider the
flash flooding we experi-
enced in the Summer of
2012 and the awful recent
flooding experienced by
lower Northumberland and
in particular the Morpeth
area.

This environmental
threat does not discrimi-
nate, and is certainly not
isolated to certain areas of
the country.

Itisnow more important
than ever to give flood risk
some thought, and prepare
for this risk which could
help reduce the horrible im-
pact that being flooded has
on individuals, families and
businesses.

Planning ahead can in-
clude the following:
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@ Finding out if your home
isatrisk of flooding. You can
do this by visiting the Flood
section of the Environment
Agency’s website. According
thisthe Environment Agen-
cy over 5 million people live
and work in properties that
are ‘atrisk’ of being flooded.

@ Ifyou are at risk of flood-
ing thenitis essential that
you sign up for a free En-
vironment Agency Flood
Warning, again through the
website.

@® You should prepare a
flood plan which should be
specific to the needs of your

D water

family and business.

@ Finally, you should defi-
nitely ensure that you have
adequate building and con-
tentsinsurance in place.

Ifyou are thinking of buy-
inga propertyit is highly
advisable to consider pur-
chasing an environmental
search as part of the convey-
ancing process.

While most lenders do
not stipulate that this type
of search has to be carried
out, a prudent purchaser
should speak to their solici-
tor about this.

For around £50 afull en-
vironmental search can be
obtained inrelation to the
property, which will look at
awhole range of issues, the
main being flood risk.

Ifariskisidentified then

amore detailed flood risk
assessment can be pur-
chased by your solicitors for
around £24. Thisisavery
small price to pay which
will allow you to make an
informed decision as to
whether you could poten-
tial be taking on a property
which would land you and
your family in deep water.
@ Anne Austinisasolici-
torin David Gray Solici-
tors’ Property Team. Anne
isavailable for appoint-
ments at both the South
Shields and Newcastle
offices.
You can contact Anne or
the Property Team on 0191
243 8167.

For more information
onDavid Gray Solicitors
visit to their website.

HAPPY EVER AFTER?

WE KNOW THIS ISN'T

ALWAYS THE CASE.

We know that marriage doesn’t always
end in ‘happy ever after’. Taking the first
steps towards getting a divorce can seem
daunting, especially if there are children,
financial considerations and a much
loved house.

Our award winning team of family law solicitors
are experts in divorce and break ups. We work

with you in flexible ways to resolve family

problems without going to court. We're great
communicators who can be trusted to secure
the best possible outcome for you.

You're not alone....
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Let us help, call our

team today on 0191 243 8163.
Help & advice available at our
South Shields & Newcastle offices.

www.davidgray.co.uk




