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WITH CLIFF VEITCH

Only fools (and horses)don't make wills

nlyFools and

Horses star Roger

Lloyd-Pack died

recently, leaving

an estate worth
£1.4 million.

He did not make a will,
so instead of being able to
choose
where
his mon-
eyshould
go, hises-
tatemust
be dis-
tributed
accord-
ing to in-
flexible

legal provisions.

The legal provisions that
apply when someone dies
without a will (known as in-
testacy provisions) are de-

signedtotrytoprovidea‘one
sizefitsall’ systemtosharean
estate in a way to benefit the
people that may be depend-
ent on the deceased.

While this may sound
great in principle, the rules
rarely reflect the individual-
ity of a person’s wishes.

Some may be shocked by
theresults of an estate divid-
ed by the law.

Unmarried partners can-
not benefit at all, no matter
if there are children or how
long they have cohabited.

However, separated part-
ners who have not yet di-
vorced do, no matter the
length of separation.

Children are not always
provided for. This can have
very seriousimplications, es-
pecially forafamilywithouta

large estate where one of the
adults has not yet formally
ended their previous mar-
riage, particularly if there
are children of the second
relationship.

Divorces are costly and
time-consuming; this is not
anunusual situation.

The intestacy provisions
also do not provide for mod-
ern family arrangements.

For example, step-chil-
dren are not recognised.
Wider family such as siblings
and parents can only benefit
in certain circumstances.

Close friends or carers
cannot benefit at all. If there
areno specified relatives sur-
viving, the entire estate goes
to the Crown - no matter if
someone unrelated has pro-
vided the deceased with prac-

tical oremotional support or
care for many years.

The practical matters in
dividing the estate are anoth-
er significant problem.

A will appoints execu-
tors to administer an estate,
whereas if someone is intes-
tate,loved onesmust apply to
become administrators.

Chosen executors are
often briefed on what as-
sets and debt lies where and
broadly told about wishes,
such as regarding a funeral
or the distribution of senti-
mental items.

Ontheotherhand,admin-
istrators may be working in
the dark and facing many
unanticipated stressful de-
cisionsat an already difficult
time.

A last sting of intestacy

provisions is that they are
not friendly to tax planning.

Wills can offer many solu-
tions to unfortunate conse-
quences of inheritance tax.

If Trigger had taken ad-
vantage of advice offered to
him by a solicitor, many thou-
sands of pounds could have
been saved in tax and could
have benefited people or or-
ganisations of his choosing.

Sadly, recent statistics
show that over half of adults
are currently without a will
and1in 3 people die without
having amade one.

The costs of making asim-
plewillis not high and a true
bargain in the context of the
costs, financial and other-
wise, to your loved ones of
dying without one.

Wewould be happytotalk

to you about making a will at
anytime. Please contact Hay-
ley Baker or amember of our
Property Team on 0191 232
9547.

@ Cliff Veitch is a Partner &
Head of David Gray Solicitors’
Property Team. Cliffis avail-
ableforappointmentsatboth
the South Shields and New-
castle offices.

You can call for an ap-
pointment on 0191 243 8167
or Chat Live 24,/7viathe web-
site.

For more information on
David Gray Solicitors log on
to www.davidgray.co.uk
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BUYING OR SELLING

A PROPERTY?

LOOKING TO GET

THINGS MOVING FAST?

Call our Conveyancing Team for a quote today.

* Fixed fees - no hidden costs

* A dedicated experienced team

* Regular updates throughout
the conveyancing process

* Appointments at South Shields
or Newcastle City Centre offices

For an instant online quote, please visit
our website at www.davidgray.co.uk
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Our Conveyancing Team will
help you get moving quickly.
Call now for a fixed quote

on 0191 243 8167.

www.davidgray.co.uk




